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Introducing Brain Chase
Enriching students, one global treasure hunt at a time.



“Brain Chase truly challenged and engaged my students in a way 
that no other program could have done. They were so engaged 
and so very excited for each challenge they encountered. Thank 
you so much for this opportunity! I truly enjoyed being a part of 
your program!”

- 2017 Afterschool K-5 Program Facilitator
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Program Overview
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▪ Brain Chase produces customizable 
academic enrichment programs for 
students of all ages

▪ Spring and Fall programs run for 8 
weeks; Summer programs last for 6 
weeks

▪ Can be done individually or in teams, 
on-site or at home. 

▪ Only one computer/tablet is required if 
participating as a Team

▪ The program ends with the winning 
student(s) digging up a real buried 
treasure somewhere in the world while 
live-streaming the event
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Students enrolling in Brain Chase become 
instant members of The Grayson 
Academy of Antiquities, an elite team of 
adventurers scouring the earth for 
priceless artifacts. 

In order to stay sharp and keep up with 
the Academy, students are tasked with 
completing weekly academic challenges 
in electives of their choice. Doing so 
unlocks new chapters of the adventure 
and brings the Academy team closer to 
defeating the bad guys and locating the 
treasure.
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Here’s the best part: the treasure isn’t just 
fiction – there’s a real treasure buried 
somewhere on the planet, and all of the 
clues to find it are hidden in the 
animations.

As they follow the story, students will 
search for codes, flags, symbols, and 
ciphers, then unscramble the clues to 
solve the puzzle. They’ll also learn quite a 
bit of geography along the way.

Each day, students will get one chance to 
make a guess by dropping a pin on the 
map page. The first student to guess 
within a two-mile radius of the treasure’s 
location wins.
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The winning student(s) will travel with a 
parent or guardian to personally dig up 
the treasure.

Along the way, they’ll see the sites, 
experience local customs, and sample the 
local cuisines. They’ll also create video 
blogs and live-stream their adventure so 
the other participants can follow along.

Past treasures have been discovered in 
Tokyo, Oslo, Barcelona, Texas, Toronto, 
New Orleans, Mexico City, Vanuatu, 
Fairbanks, and Boston. 
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Brain Chase begins with students 
selecting three electives to focus on 
during the program.

Brain Chase automatically creates 
student accounts with Code Combat, 
Rosetta Stone, and others – so students 
can easily access their work via single 
sign-in.

Credentialed teachers will provide weekly 
personalized feedback on submissions for 
Writing, Engineering, Art, Cooking, and 
more.

Students not only choose what to learn 
and when to do so, but they can move 
entirely at their own pace and skill level. 
They can even do the work on-site or at 
home.
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Not only will students and teams benefit 
from their chosen electives, but students 
participating in the treasure hunt will 
dramatically boost 21st century skills such 
as:

▪ Critical thinking and problem solving

▪ Collaboration

▪ Accessing and analyzing information

▪ Agility and adaptability

▪ Curiosity and imagination

▪ …and many others

The treasure hunts also feature different 
“themes,” such as chemistry, literature, 
classical composers, state history, cinema, 
and more – taking the academics far beyond 
each student’s three chosen electives.



Team Electives
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Team registration is ideal for younger students and/or groups with 
limited access to computers or internet.

We recommend teams of 5 -12 students, depending upon 
facilities, student ages, etc.

Teams will complete all electives together. The work will done 
offline, and only one computer / tablet / phone will be necessary 
for submitting weekly challenges.

Teams can choose any three of the following Team Electives (in 
addition to the mandatory Bonus Challenge).
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▪ Teams participating in the Theater 
elective will be tasked with completing 
weekly drama-related exercises such 
as improv games, puppetry, comedy 
performance, and others.

▪ First, students will watch a brief video 
introducing the exercise. As a team, 
they’ll then choose their approach and 
dive in to the work. 

▪ Finally, the Team Captain will upload a 
picture or video of the team’s 
performance and write a summary of 
the experience.

▪ Brain Chase thespians will review each 
team’s submission and provide custom 
feedback before allowing the team to 
advance.
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▪ The Team Sports elective is designed to 
get students up and moving. Each week, 
the team will be introduced to a new 
athletic challenge using easy-to-obtain 
equipment (i.e., kickball, capture the flag, 
etc.).

▪ The team will then organize into teams 
and burn some calories for a required 
amount of time, after which the Team 
Captain will log the team’s minutes and 
upload a photo or video of the activity.

▪ Brain Chase coaches will review each 
submission and provide feedback to the 
group before advancing them through the 
challenge.
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▪ Ready to get your hands dirty? We’ve 
partnered with Colorado-based Thorpe 
Studios to hand-pick weekly art challenges 
across a variety of mediums. 

▪ Each week, students will watch a quick 
video demonstrating a new project. Next, 
they’ll roll up their sleeves and get to work 
creating a team masterpiece. The Team 
Captain will then upload a picture of the 
team’s work and write a few words about 
the experience. 

▪ Brain Chase artists are standing by to 
review each submission and provide 
personal feedback and encouragement.

▪ Complete supply lists will be provided in 
advance.
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▪ Teams that choose the Reading 
challenge will be required to DEAR 
(“Drop Everything And Read”) together 
for a certain amount of time each week.

▪ Each student will complete their reading 
offline using books of their choice, and 
the Team Captain will log the group’s 
reading time on the Student Dashboard.

▪ Once each member of the team has 
completed the required reading 
minutes, the entire team will be 
advanced through the challenge. 
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▪ The MobileServe Service challenge 
requires students to get out of their 
comfort zones and provide small acts of 
service each week, such as serving the 
elderly or contributing in their community.

▪ Student Teams will watch a brief 
instructional video each week, then 
choose a different service option and get 
to work. The Team Captain will then 
upload a photo of the event along with a 
brief written summary.

▪ Brain Chase service coaches will review 
each team’s submission and provide 
feedback and encouragement before 
passing them through the challenge.
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▪ Groups that select the Team Music 
Elective will complete weekly music-based 
challenges such as building percussion 
instruments, choreographing a dance 
routine, filming a lip dub, and more.

▪ Each week, the teams will view a quick 
video outlining the challenge. Then the 
students will roll up their sleeves and 
make some musical magic.

▪ Team Captains will upload a picture or 
video of the results to the Brain Chase 
dashboard, and Brain Chase maestros will 
provide custom feedback and 
encouragement. Once the submission has 
been approved, the team will advance 
through the challenge.
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▪ Should students be required to wear 
school uniforms? When are kids old 
enough to get cell phones? Should school 
run year-round? Teams that choose the 
Debate challenge will address these and 
other complicated issues each week.

▪ First, they’ll watch a brief video outlining 
the issue. Next, they’ll divide into teams 
and prepare their arguments. Finally, the 
two teams will present their arguments 
and rebuttals before the group.

▪ The Team Captain will then submit a 
picture or video of the debate, along with 
brief written responses to a few questions. 
Brain Chase orators will carefully review 
each submission and provide feedback to 
the teams.
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▪ This is the only Team Elective that 
requires each student to have his or her 
own internet-ready device. 

▪ Think of this challenge like “Drop 
Everything and Read,” but for Math. 
Students will each log in to Khan Academy 
(using their own accounts, or as guests) 
and go to work. 

▪ Khan Academy covers every math topic 
from basic math to advanced calculus. At 
first login, students will take a brief 
assessment which recommends an 
appropriate starting place.

▪ After that, students can choose their own 
topics and work entirely at their own pace. 

▪ The Team Captain will track the group’s 
math time and log the minutes on the 
Brain Chase dashboard. Once the weekly 
time requirements have been bet, the 
team will advance through the challenge.
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▪ Each Brain Chase Team will be required to 
complete weekly Bonus Challenges. 
These tie directly to the animated story, 
and are necessary to help Mae 
Merriweather advance in her quest.

▪ Several of the Bonus Challenges will 
require offline work using Adventure Tools 
which will be mailed separately to each 
team. These might include metal decoder 
rings, brass compasses, mysterious sun 
dials, and other treasures.

▪ Other Bonus Challenges will require the 
team to work together using online 
resources like Google Sky, virtual museum 
tours, or other enriching websites. 



Individual Electives
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Individual participation is ideal for students with individual access 
to computers and high-speed internet, either on-site or at home.

Each student will receive access to her own dashboard and will 
compete individually for the treasure.

Students can choose any three of the following Individual 
Electives (in addition to the mandatory Bonus Challenge).
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▪ Each week, Writing students will view a 
brief video that teaches a specific 
writing skill (i.e., developing interesting 
characters, expository writing, creating 
a mood, etc.). 

▪ Students will then choose a writing 
prompt and practice the skill in their 
response. Older students will have 
larger word count requirements than 
younger students.

▪ Credentialed Brain Chase writing 
teachers will review each submission 
and provide detailed personal feedback. 
A student will only advance through the 
challenge once a teacher approves his 
submission.
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▪ Students who choose the Reading 
challenge will be required to read for a 
certain amount of time each week.

▪ They will link directly into a personal 
Google Books account with over 26,000 
online titles. Classic options include 
Treasure Island, the Count of Monte 
Christo, Jane Eyre, and thousands of 
others. 

▪ Brain Chase automatically tracks active 
reading time. Students can also read 
offline and track their time manually. 

▪ Students select their own books and 
read entirely at their own pace.
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▪ Students participating in the Math 
Challenge will each be provided with a 
personal Khan Academy account (they 
can also use an existing account if they 
prefer).

▪ Khan Academy covers every math topic 
from basic math to advanced calculus. 
At first login, students will take a brief 
assessment which recommends an 
appropriate starting place.

▪ After that, students can choose their 
own topics and work entirely at their 
own pace. Brain Chase automatically 
tracks each students’ “energy points,” 
and unlocks the challenge when the 
weekly point requirements are met. 
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▪ Ready to get your hands dirty? We’ve 
partnered with Colorado-based Thorpe 
Studios to hand-pick weekly art challenges 
across a variety of mediums. 

▪ Each week, students will watch a quick 
video demonstrating the project. Next, 
they’ll roll up their sleeves and get to work 
creating. When they’re done, they’ll upload 
a picture of their artwork and write a few 
words about their experience.

▪ Brain Chase artists are standing by to 
review each submission and provide 
personal feedback and encouragement.

▪ Complete supply lists will be provided in 
advance.
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▪ Students who select the Typing 
Challenge will click straight into their 
own personal TypingClub account.

▪ TypingClub offers dozens of drills, 
lessons, and games for everyone from 
complete beginners to very advanced 
typists.

▪ Brain Chase automatically tracks each 
student’s active typing time. Once the 
weekly requirement has been met, the 
challenge is automatically unlocked.
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▪ We worked with the LeoLabs Museum 
to create weekly engineering and 
science challenges that use everyday 
household items.

▪ Each week, students will watch a brief 
video presentation, then follow the 
instructions to recreate the projects or 
experiments.

▪ Students will then upload a picture of 
their creation along with a brief written 
response to a few follow-up questions.

▪ Brain Chase scientists will carefully 
review each response and provide 
personal feedback to each student 
before advancing them in the challenge.
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▪ Each Coding student will receive full 
access to her own account at Code 
Combat.

▪ Code Combat teaches different coding 
languages via a series of gamified 
lessons.

▪ Brain Chase automatically tracks each 
student’s progress, and unlocks the 
weekly challenge once the required 
number of lessons are completed.
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▪ We partnered with Chef Ann and the team 
at Edible Education to bring you the Brain 
Chase Cooking Challenge. Students will 
log in each week for a new, delectable 
recipe and a quick instruction video (i.e., 
cauliflower pizza, homemade ice cream, 
veggie quesadillas, etc.). 

▪ Next, students will follow the instructions 
to make a healthy, scrumptious dish, and 
upload a picture and type a few words 
about their experience.

▪ Brain Chase chefs then review each 
submission and provide personal 
feedback to each student.

▪ Complete ingredient lists will be made 
available in advance.
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▪ Ever wanted to start your own 
business? Now’s your chance, with the 
Brain Chase Entrepreneurship 
Challenge.

▪ We partnered with the Acton Children’s 
Business Fair to bring you weekly 
challenges and online simulations in 
business planning, market testing, order 
fulfillment, and more – all building 
toward the capstone challenge of 
launching a real-life business.

▪ Brain Chase business coaches are 
standing by to provide personal 
feedback on each student’s weekly 
submissions.
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▪ Brain Chase has partnered with the 
award-winning Rosetta Stone language 
program to bring you over 30 different 
foreign language options including 
everything from Spanish to Swahili. 

▪ Each week, students will click into their 
own Rosetta account to work on the 
language of their choice. 

▪ Students can choose their level of 
difficulty and either progress 
sequentially through the exercises or 
skip around as needed.

▪ Brain Chase automatically tracks the 
time each student spends learning. 
Once the required minutes are 
complete, students are advanced 
through the challenge.
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▪ Brain Chase partnered with American 
Ninja Warrior David Yarter and the  
PowerPark Fitness team to bring you 
the weekly Fitness Challenge.

▪ In addition to logging minimum exercise 
minutes each week, students will be 
tasked with completing weekly 
challenges such as improving their 
plank time, cutting out sugar, interval 
training, and more.

▪ Students will log their time and submit 
weekly journal entries tracking their 
efforts.

▪ Brain Chase coaches are standing by to 
review each student’s submission and 
provide weekly feedback.
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▪ Brain Chase Book Club participants will 
choose one of four different books 
offered each semester. Each student 
will receive her own hard copy in the 
mail. 

▪ Students will complete the challenges 
by keeping up with  up with weekly 
reading assignments and responding to 
different writing prompts about the 
material.

▪ The Brain Chase team will review each 
submission and provide personal 
feedback to each student.

▪ Once their submissions are approved, 
students will also be able to view other 
student responses to compare 
thoughts.
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▪ Brain Chase partnered with YogaMeDo 
to deliver weekly Yoga challenges in 
breathing, flexibility, core strength, and 
others.

▪ Students who select Yoga will follow 
along with different YogaMeDo 
instructional videos, and log their 
exercise time on their Student 
Dashboards.

▪ Students can also branch out into 
dozens of other YogaMeDo videos to 
explore different yoga techniques.
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▪ The MobileServe Service challenge 
requires students to get out of their 
comfort zones and provide small acts of 
service each week, such as serving the 
elderly or contributing in their 
community.

▪ Students will watch a brief instructional 
video each week, then choose a 
different service option and get to work. 
They’ll then upload a photo of their 
experience along with a short written 
summary.

▪ Brain Chase service coaches will 
review each student’s submission and 
provide personal feedback and 
encouragement before passing them 
through the challenge.
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▪ Regardless of elective choices, each 
Brain Chase participant will be required 
to complete weekly Bonus Challenges. 
These tie directly to the animated story, 
and are necessary to help Mae 
Merriweather advance in her quest.

▪ Several of the Bonus Challenges will 
require offline work using Adventure 
Tools which will be mailed separately to 
each student. These might include 
metal decoder rings, brass compasses, 
mysterious sun dials, and other 
treasures.

▪ Other Bonus Challenges will require 
online work with Google Sky, virtual 
museum tours, or other enriching 
websites.



Program Details
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“Geez, you guys are really good at this treasure hunt business!!!! 
This experience is like living the best adventure story ever 
written… Oh, the wonderful stories that must be unfolding for 
each participant because of Brain Chase. I love it. I have never 
had this much fun!”

- 2014 Participant Parent
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▪ Laptops or tablets with a high-speed 
internet connection (one device per 
student – OR – one device per team).

▪ The latest version of Chrome, Edge, 
Firefox, or Safari web browsers.

▪ Laptops (not tablets) are strongly 
recommended for Typing and Writing 
electives. External microphones are 
recommended for the Foreign 
Language elective.

▪ Hands-on individual and team electives 
(i.e., Cooking, Engineering, Art, etc.) will 
require common household supplies 
and ingredients. Supply lists will be 
provided in advance.



Brain Chase is designed to be a turn-key 
enrichment solution for any preK-12 
classroom. 

A program facilitator is required to lead 
discussions, supervise students, and 
provide basic computer support (i.e., how 
to power on, use the mouse, etc.). 

Brain Chase will provide:

▪ Live facilitator training webinars

▪ Online customer service & chat support 
for both students and facilitators

▪ Weekly class discussion guides 

▪ Weekly status update emails to 
facilitators and parents
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Please join us for a 30-minute webinar to 
familiarize you with the program and 
show you how Brain Chase can benefit 
your students. 

Email us at info@brainchase.com for 
scheduling.

Thank you,

Allan Staker

Co-Founder and CEO

mailto:info@brainchase.com

